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Dissatisfaction with the present regime is growing deily ss a result of
the strong-arm mothods used in the resent elections, and the publie
indigmation over the trunped up osse ageinst Stepinac. Although signs
o this disgust are embodied in combimued pessive resistance by farmers
zrd more intensive Krigzari activities, the people's morale, hitherto
bolstered by hopss of a chongas, seemz now to be going into a distinet
decline, '

The 1l November elections were run off in the best dictetoriel manner
end preceded by great propaganda efforts. Typleal of the propeganda,
stunte was a mock funeral in the strects of Zaegreb, orgarized around

& eoffin which bore & largs sign "Reakedje™ (reactionary), The
mourners follawing the coufin were made up to represeunt King Pster,
Dr. ¥eoek, Dr. Aube Pavelich, fArchbishop Stepinac, General Miheilovich,
& Germen S8 generel, a Ustasil gemeral snd a British und Amsriomn
scldler in waiform. ’

Un election day, loudspeakors on the streots exhorted the paople to vote,
dencuncing non-volers as reactionsries emd enemies of the psople who
wust be liquidated. Persons who had not cast their bellots by mid-after-
nooh  were roundsd up by elestion officials end teken to the polls.

In the Secund Electoral District of the First Region of Zagreb, the
principel candidate for deputy was Dr. Svetozer Rittig (at present Ministerw
without~Portfolic in the Croatian Federal Government). After the electiom,
source talked to the president of the elsotion commission for this district,
vwho told him in confidence that Dr. Rittig hed actuelly received a handful
of votes. Howover, vhen the results were published, Rittig had about
twenty more votes than the second candidate, Mr. Benjek, and nesrly &
thousaend more than the third man, Dr. Rasunin.

6, The Stepinas trial has not produced the effest hoped for by the Commnists.

His followers stildplace great hope for his release in action by the
Vetlcan. Dstails of the cese have becoms well known to the Croskian publis
both through the distribution of illegal leaflets and by means of orsl
information glven by Catholie priests. Church attendsnce since the trial

is higher than ever, except in San Marko in Zagreb, where Dr. 1
of the pro-Partisan clergy, is Rolding massggg R DEC
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In protest ngainst the regime, farmers are still withholding their producte
from sale to Government purchasing agents. In the rogion bebween Nesice

and Dolnji Miholjac, the Government has ceased purchasing activibty entirely
since the hanging, not long ago, of five members of the purchasing ccrmission
by unidentified peasante. Othor forms of pessive resistence by the peesants
are rofusal Lo pay texes, and e policy of non-tooperatiocn with the local
yvepresentatives of the Federal Government.

Some tims ago Krizari seized and burned all the archives of thelocal National
Committee in Kumroveo, Tito's birthplace, and threatened cammittee members
with death unless thoy desisted From collaboration with the Cormunist governw
mente On this oscasion o Yugoslav Army officer was killed. It is rumored
that in such cases the Partisans have murdered farmers in reprisals
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